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~ Mleet the Charaders

John Hamil Poston (1786-1848)
John Poston was born in Maryland of Scottish and English ancestry and arrived in
Clarkswville in 1806. He mairied Nancy L. Nelson, daughter of Robert and Elizabeth
Bell Nelsonin 1808 and settled on the Warfield Plantation outside Clarksville. The
couple had thirteen children. Poston was elected alderman for the town of Clarksville
in 1819 and as mayor in 1830. He was the city’s Postmaster in 1836 and also became
the President of the Clarksville branch of the Bank of Tennessee. John was widely
known as a planter throughout Mississippiand Tennessee. In 1843 Poston built the
“Poston Block, which anchored the old town square. Other business pursuits had him
founding bridge and insurance companies. Because he was fond ofeducation, Poston
becane a trustee of both the male and female academies in Clatksville, including the
Clarkswille Academy in 1825. His home in “Poston Spring,” subsequently the site of
“The Ice House,” was a popular location for Mayday celebrations in Clarksville.

Cave Johnson (1793-1866)

Cave Johnson was bom in Springfield, Tennessee. His early education took
him to various parts of Middle Tennessee, including Cumberland College in
Nashville. Naturally assuming leadership mn Clarksville, he became one of
the town’s first aldermen. Johnson served in the U.S. House of
Representatives for fourteen years and became an outspoken critic of the
Bank ofthe United States. He was later appomted the Postmaster General
of the United States under President James K. Polk, during which time he
introduced the postage stamp. Philosophically, Johnson identified himself
as “a Union man™, nevertheless, he could not overlook perceived mjustices
to individuals living in southern states, especially as they related to property
rights and arrests and imprisonment without warrant. Cave Johnson died in
Clarksville in 1866. Although his Madison Street Clarksville home was
destroyed by fire in 1868, Johnson’s heirs rebuilt on location and lived there
until the early twentieth century.







A Yery Special Thanks

Neal-Tarpley Funeral Home
Burt Cobb Community Center, Laconza Gilliam
Kennedy Law Firm
Trinity Episcopal Church, Tia Batterson
Swift Cleaners
Sherwin Williams Paint Store, Andrea Long
Montgomery County Historical Society refreshment Committee

The Leaf Chronicle

Kroger’s, Madison Street

Coca Cola/Pepsi Company

Elinor Howell Thurman
Theatre & Dance Department, APSU

David Brandon, Stagecraft Class , APSU

APS U Scholarship Students







“Will the Circle Be Unbroken!”

Will the circle be unbroken
Bye and bye Lord bye and bye

There's a better home a waiting
In the sky Lord in the sky

Will the circle be unbroken
Bye and bye Lord bye and bye

There's a better home a waiting
In the sky Lord in the sky
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